Can Peace Lead to War?
Can peace lead to war? You may wonder, how can something that is meant to end conflict

start conflict? But peace can lead to war. What was demanded in The Treaty of Versailles, the
unfairness of the Treaty of Versailles, and the ‘peace without victory’ which ultimately occured
are examples of how peace can lead to war.

What was demanded in The Treaty of Versailles from Germany is a good example for
how peace can lead to war. The Treaty of Versailles demanded a lot from Germany. Germany had
to take complete blame for WWI. Article 231 of the treaty states “The Allied and Associated
Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility... for causing all the loss and
damage to which the (other countries) have been imposed upon (due to) the aggression of
Germany and its allies.” This article puts all of the blame on Germany and Germany saw this as
not accurate because they didn’t believe that they were responsible for WWI. Germany also had
to pay 132 billion gold marks for the reparation of other countries. This affected Germany
economically. They had to put off their own reparations because they were forced to send a lot of
the money they would use to help Germany to other countries. Germany also had to give up a lot
of their land which dropped their population and hurt them economically. All of this demanding
in the Treaty of Versailles angered Germany because they were the only country that was being
demanded these things.

The unfairness of The Treaty of Versailles is a good example of how peace can lead to
war. Peace usually includes some sort of negotiation from the parties involved. The only
negotiation that took place was between the Big 3, USA, France, and Britain, on how Germany
should be punished. Germany was then just forced to comply with The Treaty. The video, The

Treaty of Versailles, What did the Big 3 Want? states “The Treaty of Versailles was presented to



Germany with no negotiation and Germany’s rebuttal was ignored.” So Germany had no say on
the treaty and were forced to sign and comply with the treaty. Germany came up with counter
proposals which were ignored again adding to the unfairness against Germany. When Germany
refused, the other countries threatened them with war which wasn’t something Germany wanted
or could do. The Treaty of Versailles which was intended for peace was unfair to Germany and
could lead to war.

The peace without victory that occured is another example on how peace can lead to war.
The meaning of ‘peace without victory’ is “come to an agreement and stop the war before there
is a victor.” It didn’t sound like a good idea to Woodrow Wilson but it seemed to be the only
resolution. The peace without victory was frowned upon because it didn’t seem like it would
work and wouldn’t ensure lasting peace. Once the war ended and Germany was being blamed for
WWI the ‘peace without victory’ was seen as a way out of the war and a way to put all the blame
on Germany. The ‘peace without victory’ is an example of how peace can lead to war.

What was demanded in The Treaty of Versailles, the unfairness of the Treaty of
Versailles, and the ‘peace without victory’ which ultimately occured are examples of how peace
can lead to war. Peace is meant to end conflict but can ultimately start conflict. Peace can lead to

to war.
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Comments:

Excellent job. This could be your best writing that | have seen this school year. The only thing
that could be fixed is your last argument. That one could have been strengthened a bit. It is a
little vague and | think you were using peace without victory in the wrong sense. Just have
someone proofread the next time and double check to make sure everything sounds good.
Overall, keep up the improvement.




